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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — INFRASTRUCTURE 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [12.11 pm]: Members may not be aware that in 
addition to major public transport announcements made as part of the 2015–16 state budget, such as the 
$1.2 billion new generation of C-series railcars, this government is also investing heavily in the existing capital 
and infrastructure that keeps the state’s public transport system moving. The government has approved funding 
of $119.8 million to replace the obsolete analogue radio system used by the Public Transport Authority to 
operate its passenger rail services. As a result of the Australian Communications and Media Authority’s 
spectrum rationalisation program, the PTA’s existing spectrum has been reduced for eventual reallocation to 
emergency services users. This existing radio system will be replaced with a modern digital radio system. 
I would also like to update the house on the replacement of escalators at Perth CBD train stations. These escalators 
were installed as part of the New MetroRail Mandurah line project. The escalators have caused an unacceptable 
level of disruption to passengers and will be replaced. Funding of $15.5 million has been allocated over the next 
two years to replace the underperforming escalators at the Esplanade and Perth Underground stations. 
I would also like to highlight the rail resilience program. Stage 1, with funding of $30.1 million, of the resilience 
program is already funded and works are underway. As part of the 2015–16 state budget, government has 
approved a further investment of $18.7 million over the next two years to improve the safety and reliability of 
the Transperth network. Government has recognised the need for the PTA to expand its rail and overhead 
maintenance schedule, as well as undertaking key projects that will improve the reliability and flexibility of train 
operations. 
These three projects I have discussed today may have been overlooked in a review of the 2015–16 state budget. 
They might not involve ribbon-cutting ceremonies, but they are absolutely essential to the efficient and reliable 
operation of the public transport network. This government both understands and supports these important 
programs. 
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